ITEM II B

February XX, 2012

The Honorable Kamala D. Harris
California Attorney General
1300 I Street, Suite 1740
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Lawsuit Challenging SANDAG’s 2050 Regional Transportation Plan

Dear Attorney General Harris:
Our coalition is deeply concerned about your decision to intervene in the lawsuit filed against
the San Diego Association of Governments’ (SANDAG) Regional Transportation Plan and
Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). SANDAG’s plan meets all state‐mandated carbon
reduction requirements under SB 375 and was the product of extensive public input and
review. Responsible, regional planning efforts should be allowed to proceed without
intervention from the state. Please consider meeting with our coalition to discuss our concerns
at time that is convenient for you.
The lawsuit does not dispute that SANDAG met its greenhouse gas reduction requirements ‐
instead, it challenges the process by which SANDAG developed its plan. The very nature of your
weighing in on this matter threatens not only SANDAG’s efforts, but all future efforts by local
governments to develop their own regional transportation plans and sustainable communities
strategies as required under SB 375 and AB 32. This lawsuit sets a dangerous precedent opening
up local communities to lawsuits over their RTPs – even when the region has complied with
both SB 375 and AB 32.
SB 375 was a product of years of work and compromise among business, labor, local
government and environmental leaders. The goal was to create more sustainable communities
through a process driven by local control, and by giving communities some level of certainty
that ‐ should they meet the requirements of SB 375 ‐ their land use plans would not be mired in
lawsuits for years.
SANDAG’s 2050 Plan was adopted on a 17‐1 vote after two years of extensive collaboration
with the public and stakeholders including 4,000 comments from 1,500 individuals and
organizations. The plan creates 35,600 jobs each year over the course of the plan, and
generates an additional gross regional product of $4.4 billion annually.
SANDAG’s 2050 RTP/SCS exceeds the state’s greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction target for 2020
by reducing emissions by 14% (the target is 7%) and meets the 2035 target of 13%. It dedicates
twice as much money to mass transit ($106.6 B) as is dedicated for freeways and highways
($49.7 B). And it would reduce vehicle miles traveled by creating 156 new miles of trolley
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services, adding 130 miles of express lanes for carpools, vanpools and bus service, and
dedicating $3.8 billion for bicycle and pedestrian projects. It also preserves more than half of
the region's land as open space.
SANDAG’s 2050 RTP is a model of good, collaborative and thorough regional planning.
However, the plan now stands to be uprooted in the courts, which not only threatens the
integrity of SANDAG’s process, but the entire SB 375 approach.
Communities which engage in good faith to create sustainable growth plans for their regions
should be allowed to proceed without lawsuits and intervention from the state.
For these reasons, we ask you to reconsider your involvement in this litigation. Again, we hope
you will consider meeting with our coalition to discuss these issues. A meeting can be arranged
by contacting Meghan Callahan at (916) 443‐0872 or mcallahan@bcfpublicaffairs.com.
Sincerely,

